Structure of ‘The Arabic Companion’s Guide To Writing’

Unit number

Title in English and Arabic

/

\ Writing a narrative dspdl LS

/'

A narrative (s,.) tells a story about a real or imaginary event in an entertaining {J....Z) and
interesting way. There are many different kinds of narratives, like fairy tales, mysteries and
fantasy stories (dLsdl yauailly jlalVlg délsdl alis=l).

A narrative should have:

An
introduction
to the topic

Every topic has a
checklist of the
important points
to include in the
writing

* an orientation / beginning (ds1as «dslws), that tells your reader who (;,5), where (o‘.’ﬁ),
when () and what (13L). )

* a build-up to a complication (wass) or problem (dls:a) that has to be resolved (Lgl=).
* a series of events (;bl.a.-a-i dl.lw) that result from the complication.

* an ending () or resolution (Jp), in which the problem is solved.

Explanation
of the main
points

Planning the draft

Now the students have to build a narrative around an event. We are going to write about a boy
who overcame his fear of learning to ride a bicycle. We start by planning our narrative.
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m A good narrative should contain the following features. Tick (v') the ones used in
the draft.

a an interesting event (g4 o) that draws the reader in

b an orientation / beginning (dedds ¢dslas), that tells your reader who (,s), where [@_‘I),
when (_35) and what (13b).

c a complication ( ;Eili] or problem that has to be solved

d a series of events (&lasl dlul), divided into paragraphs

e a resolution (.jp) that shows how the problem is solved and wraps up the story
f past-tense verbs {‘:,\bla.” 98) u9 Ji=sl) (e.g. 335 Jas)

g descriptive verbs (Liey albo wl3 Jledl) (6.9. L3 e Loge J350)

h figurative language (&jlx d2)) (6.9. a3 oo LY Lisg dxlull cils)
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i interesting information {&,_&ai 93 Wileglne) and detail about the events
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Preparing for
the writing




yd

Step-by-step
scaffolding to
support the
writing process

e

Last step is an
example of a
draft

Step 4: Add interest with descriptive verbs

Now, we need to find a more descriptive verb to replace each underlined one in the following
sentences.

Choose the most descriptive verbs from the box.
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Step 5: Add variety with short and long sentences

Step 6: Writing the final draft

This is the final draft. Read the comments about the final draft on the right.
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The final draft
includes
comments on
the different
parts of the
writing




Your turn
Build a narrative around one of the following situations. You may change the

characters’ names if you wish.

+ Amal accidentally gets locked in a small, dark room. Write about how it happened, how Amal
reacted and how the problem was resolved.
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Each topic ends with a
task (in ENglish or Arabic) b e
where it is the learner’s
turn to compose the
writing
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